'medical appointments' that Dr E. Turner was a candidate and the Secretary further informed Council that Thos. Graham and Wm. Maugham had sub mitted applications. However, King's College did not appoint Turner or Thomas Graham. We shall see presently why Turner, already Professor at 'London University' (as University College was then called), may not have been regarded as a strong contender, but the exclusion of Graham seems surprising at first sight. Perhaps, at the age of 25, he was considered too young for the post. Perhaps his scientific attainment was still considered unproven, for it was only in 1833 that he published his famous paper On the Law of the Diffusion of Gases'. Graham did not move to London until 1837 when he succeeded Edward Turner at 'London University'.
Then, on 7 February 1831, The important characters in this letter are fairly readily identified by reference to the Dictionary of National Biography. The F. Daniel (sic) o f whom Coleridge expresses such a high opinion is, o f course, our John Frederic Daniell. That Coleridge was acquainted with him is not in doubt-there is an earlier letter to Mrs Rogers which also makes that clear-but the acquaintance was not intimate. (We know that later, in 1834, the year o f Coleridge's death, the poet wrote a rather formal letter to Daniell requesting his help in obtaining a better quality o f oil for his lamp, since his eyesight was deteriorating, and a similar one o f thanks for Daniell's prompt compliance.) As is evident from the context, the addressee of our letter, Mrs Rogers, was Daniell's sister Georgina Louisa. She was the wife of William Lorance Rogers, a barrister and London police magistrate, and the mother of William Rogers (1819-1896), an important educational reformer of the last century. The Mr Green to whom the letter refers is well known to Coleridge scholars as the poet's intimate friend and disciple, to whom Coleridge dictated at times. He was later to become Cole ridge's literary executor, and spent many years in editing some of the poet s papers. His full name was Joseph Henry Green, the Professor of Surgery appointed at King's College five months earlier. Apart from his literary im portance, J. H. Green was a surgeon of some eminence, and later became the first representative of the College of Surgeons on the General Medical Council, when this was established in 1858.
We can identify the Mr Brodie, to whom Mr Green was to speak at Coleridge's request, as Mr B. C. Brodie, F.R.S., of the selection committee. The Minutes of the Council of King's College make it clear that Brodie was a key figure in the early medical and scientific appointments at the College. W e may therefore note the shrewdness of the approach to Coleridge. Mrs Rogers evidently realized that the poet was likely to be well-informed (as his letter confirms) and would probably discuss the matter with Green who, in turn, would know how and through whom to promote the interests of his hero's protege.
It is possible that Coleridge's intervention on behalf of Daniell did not end there. Coleridge had a daughter, Sara, who in 1829 married her cousin. Her husband, Henry Nelson Coleridge, it so happens, was at the time of the marriage the secretary of the provisional committee of founders of King's College.
In the event, Daniell's appointment proved to be a very wise choice. His researches at King's College in electrochemistry (Voltaic electricity') were of the highest quality and significance, and there can be no doubt that, through his friendships with his colleague Wheatstone and especially with Faraday, he exerted an influence on science well beyond his personal researches. Green and Daniell formed a friendship which continued beyond Green's resignation from the College in 1834 on being left a large legacy by his father.
The Royal Society awarded Daniell the Copley, Rumford and Royal Medals and it is stated that he was the first person to receive all three awards in the gift of the Society at that time. He also served the Royal Society as Foreign Secretary.
As a teacher and devoted member of the College Daniell was exemplary. His remarkably original textbook, published in 1839 on the basis of his lectures at King's College, is evidence of his insight into the unity of science. He held the appointment until his death in 1845. 299 (1973) .
